
 

24 January 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Mobile Phones and Electronic Devices 
 

Since we implemented our policy to limit the use of mobile phones and electronic devices at Longsands, we have 
seen some really positive results for our students. There is much more social interaction especially at break and 
lunchtimes and we also feel it has improved the wellbeing of students, as well as benefiting them academically.   
 
We are writing to you to make you aware of a change to our policy on mobile phones. The rule remains that mobile 
phones will be confiscated if used, seen or heard during the Academy day. However, during the period of 
confiscation students will be able to have their phone returned to them overnight. 
 
This is because we have had feedback from parents/carers who are concerned that students not having access to 
their phone overnight can lead to communication issues and also prevent them accessing homework resources. 
For example, some families will use a student’s mobile phone to coordinate collecting them from after-school 
activities. For this reason, students will now be able to have a confiscated phone returned to them overnight.  
 
Here is a summary of the rules which will be in place from Tuesday 25th January 2022:   
 
- If a student uses their phone or device during the Academy day, the device will be confiscated for two school 

days and returned to the student overnight. The student will need to hand their phone in at Student Services 
on the morning of the second school day. 

- A C2 sanction will be issued in all circumstances. If the phone was confiscated at lunch or Period 5, the C2 will 
be served the next day. 

- Confiscated devices will be placed in Student Services to be collected at the end of the detention by the 
student. 

- Where there are repeat instances of phone use (two or more incidents), parents/carers will be contacted and 
required to pick up the phone or device from reception when convenient, where the student support team 
will inform parents/carers. 

 
Students in the Sixth Form continue to have permission to use their mobile phones in the Sixth Form building only 
to aid their independent study. 
 
If you have any queries regarding the changes to this policy, please contact Mrs Hills, Assistant Principal: Pastoral 
at the Academy via stephanie.hills@astrea-longsands.org . 
 
We thank you for your support in this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

Mr N D Owen 
Principal 
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