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December 2021 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Year 13 Mock Exams: 10 -21 January 2022 
 
We hope your family are safe and well in the run up to the Christmas break.   

 

The Year 13 Mock Exams period will run from Monday 10 to Friday 21 January (inclusive). During this period, all 

Year 13 students will follow the Mock Exam timetable. Your child has been issued with their individual exam 

timetable and we have previously sent a detailed Mock Exams Subject Information booklet (click here to read).  

Please note that some public exams are also taking place during this time and are included in the timetable. 

 

As externally set exams in both the summer of 2020 and 2021 were cancelled as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic 

and further to the events in awarding GCSE and A-level results, it is more important than ever for students to be 

tested on their subject knowledge in an exam environment for the following reasons: 

  

▪ Mock exams are a useful tool for students, teachers and parents/carers to measure how well students 

are progressing in their studies.  

▪ It allows students an opportunity to work under exam-like conditions and test how well their revision 

strategies are working.  

▪ In light of the recent pandemic, mock and assessment data, along with other historic data on students 

assisted teaching staff to make holistic judgements when submitting teacher-assessed grades (TAG) to 

the exam boards to enable students to receive either their GCSE or A-level results in the summer. It is 

important that we point out that if, for any reason, the A-level examinations do not take place next 

summer, then performance in these mock examinations could be a determining factor in the final creation 

of an A-level grade. 

▪ Dr Cullen has reiterated the above points to the year group on numerous occasions. 

 

The above are just examples of the importance of hosting mock exam periods and this year, it is even more 

important than ever for students to be tested on their knowledge in a test environment. Your support to ensure 

that your child is fully focused and prepared for these mock exams is greatly appreciated. 

 

Staff will be working hard to mark the mocks throughout January/February so that your child receives detailed 

feedback as soon as possible. We will then have the opportunity to talk through with you the mock results, future 

testing periods and final strategies to prepare for the summer at the virtual Parents’ Evening scheduled on 

Thursday 10 February. 

 

 

 

http://www.longsandssixthform.org/
https://longsandssixthform.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Year-13-Mock-Exams-Subject-Information-Booklet.pdf
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To ensure that students have the best possible preparation, Year 13 students will have study leave during the 

Mock Exam period and are not expected to attend lessons, unless other arrangements have been made between 

students and their subject teachers.  We recognise of course that Mock Exam preparation and Mock Exams can 

be a pressurised time for students. Please be assured that the full range of normal support will be on offer during 

this Mock Exam period. Students can remain onsite to study independently in the Sixth Form areas. Students can 

access support from Dr Cullen, Mr Smith and Mrs Alder who will be available should students have any worries 

or concerns. Subject teachers can be contacted via email for subject support and Tutors will be available for 

additional support in their tutor rooms during the normal timetabled registration sessions on Mondays and 

Thursdays.  

 

During these times, it is essential that all students come fully equipped for sitting these exams, including bringing 

all writing and specialist equipment. All students should sign in and out using their ID cards on the Biostore system 

whenever they are on the Longsands site, including when attending the site for a Mock Exam, meet with a 

member of staff or to complete independent study during this period.  

 

Please notify us as soon as possible, should your child be unable to attend a Mock Exam for whatever reason. 

Please be assured that we will ensure you child has an opportunity to catch up with exams missed due to illness 

or isolation.  

 

Finally, many Year 13 students have now completed their UCAS applications and the final UCAS deadline is 

Wednesday 26 January 2021. Students have been encouraged to complete their applications before the Christmas 

break, to allow time for the details to be checked and sent before the start of the Spring mock exams (10th 

January). Support will be available for students who decide to apply to university after the Christmas break and 

we encourage them to contact Dr Cullen as soon as they know that they would like to make an application.  

   

Should you have any queries regarding the contents of this letter, please feel free to contact Dr Cullen at 

Longsands via douglas.cullen@astrea-longsands.org. Thank you for your continued support and we wish all the 

students well in this stage of their academic career. 

 

We wish you all a very happy Christmas and a prosperous and healthy 2022.  

 
Yours sincerely 
                        

 
 
Dr D Cullen                             Mrs M Carpenter 
Head of Year 13                    Examinations Manager 

http://www.longsandssixthform.org/
mailto:douglas.cullen@astrea-longsands.org

