LONGSANDS
SIXTH FORM
Prospectus 2022-24

INSPIRING

BEYOND

MEASURE

Welcome!
The warmest welcome to Longsands Academy Sixth Form – where
we provide an excellent, inclusive academic education for all our
students, and also a lot more!
At Longsands, we believe passionately that all students have the
potential to succeed in life and in our Sixth Form we give them the
opportunity to do just that. Our dedicated and passionate team of
well-qualified and highly-skilled teachers encourage students to
strive for their academic best, in a supportive environment with
smaller class sizes that gives plenty of opportunity for enrichment and development, so
students leave us prepared for post 18 studies and ready to enter the world of work.
We provide a range of A Level courses to suit all interests, as well as a small number of Level
3 BTEC qualifications, and students achieve excellent results. However, we recognise that
education is not solely based on achieving those vital qualifications, but also about becoming
a confident young adult. We offer high quality pastoral care, careers guidance, and Higher
Education support so that our students are fully informed of the wealth of opportunities open
to them in the future.
Our Sixth Form is in the heart of the community, serving the two secondary schools in
St Neots and beyond. Students are encouraged to take their place as role models and mentors
to those in younger years. We place a high emphasis on respect and positive behaviour, which
ensures the Sixth Form is a happy and safe place to learn. There is a vibrant student body with
a wide range of enrichment and leadership activities for students to get involved in.
We are ambitious for our students, and our expectations of conduct and commitment are
high. Our Sixth Form is a place for students who want to work hard and realise their potential,
and we are proud to support them on their journey.
Thank you for your interest in our Sixth Form. I look forward to meeting you and working
together with you to help make your future a successful and exciting one.
Mr N D Owen
Principal
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“Ms Bell was
excellent in helping
with my application,
getting us access
to OSCAR and then
helping personally
with my statement.”

“It’s a great place to make new friends and learn new
subjects in depth.” (Year 12 student)

(Year 13 student)

“If I ever needed help, I knew I could contact
a member of Sixth Form and would get all the
help I needed.” (Year 13 student)

“The Sixth Form team are the most supportive people I
ever met.” (Year 12 student)

“My subject
teachers were very
passionate and
made my learning
enjoyable and
fulfilling.”
(Year 13 student)

says...

Students in the sixth form
value their teachers’ hard
work and expertise.
Students explained that
their teachers give up ‘all
the extra hours that are
needed’ to help
them with their work.
Students achieve well.

www.longsandssixthform.org
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Meet the Sixth Form Team

Mr T Walker
Head of Year 12

Mrs S Alder
Sixth Form Student
Support Officer

Ms K Bell
Most Able Champion
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Dr D Cullen
Head of Year 13

Mr E Smith
Sixth Form Inclusion
& Wellbeing Officer

Mrs E Walton
Sixth Form Student
Support Administrator

Mr M Simpson
Sixth Form Personal
Development Coordinator
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Enrichment
Sixth Form students have a wide range of
opportunities to develop their skills and passions
outside the classroom. They are encouraged to take
part in our extensive range of extra-curricular activities
and we work with our student body to ensure that we
offer opportunities that are inclusive of all tastes and talents,
including sports and creative avenues. Sixth Form subjects run
a host of curriculum enrichment activities, including popular trips
within the UK, Europe and further afield.
Our enrichment opportunities include a broad range of experience based
learning so that our young people develop the life skills essential for post 18
opportunities. From finance and learning how to handle money to survival cookery
skills and how to vote, we aim to ensure that our students are prepared for the world
they are about to step into. Work Experience in Year 12 if a focal part of the career
development our students complete with local and regional companies and organisations.
We also support our Sixth Form students to take on leadership opportunities – whether that is
taking on a new responsibility or acting as a positive role model for students in the main school.
Opportunities are available to be academic leaders and mentors to younger students across all
subject areas, participate and enhance leadership skills through Young Enterprise and develop
their own interest area through the Extended Project Qualification. Additionally students can
build their leadership capabilities in a range of sports including football, rugby and netball.

“It’s a great place to make new friends and
learn new subjects in depth.” (Year 12 student)

www.longsandssixthform.org
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Student Support
We provide a supportive and happy environment
for our students to study in.
Our exceptional and comprehensive system of pastoral care
at Year 12 and 13, ensures that all our students are individually
supported to achieve their very best. Our high expectations
regarding student behaviour ensures an excellent atmosphere
in which to learn. In the Sixth Form we recognise students are young
adults and respond to this by providing greater freedom. However, it is also
important to maintain high levels of support and have monitoring procedures
in place to ensure that with this greater freedom, standards and progress do not
slip.
At the start of Year 12 each student will be allocated a tutor who will be their first point of
contact. Tutors will meet with students on a regular basis and carefully monitor their progress.
Each year group has a dedicated Head of Year who oversees the progress of all students in the
year, and intervenes where necessary.
The happiness and wellbeing of our students is vital to their success in school. Our pastoral support
system ensures that no student slips through the net, and all have access to any support they need to
flourish. The support offered to students can take many forms, from developing time management
and planning skills, work with the Student Support Officer and Wellbeing and Inclusion Officer and
to referrals to other services such as the school nurse or school counsellor.
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Preparing you for later life
We are very aware of the intense competition for places at the most prestigious universities and
the top employers. We work hard to ensure all students are well informed about future choices
and that they have a smooth transition to the next stages of their lives.
Students take part in a comprehensive careers programme including topics such as; exploring
careers options, UCAS application writing and interview preparation. Intensive one-to-one support
offered by our skilled and experienced tutor team ensures that all students are able to make
informed decisions relating to their future and have the right tools to make successful applications
to the destinations of their choice. Students are encouraged to keep in touch and maintain strong
links with the school through the alumni scheme and we are always thrilled to hear about the
successes of our former students.
We have put together a comprehensive Personal Development programme and a range of learning
opportunities to ensure that you are fully prepared to manage both your current lives, but also
your future experiences.

“Unifrog were
incredibly helpful
in finding a post-18
destination.”
(Year 13 student)

www.longsandssixthform.org
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“I received excellent help with personal statement
and university applications.” (Year 13 student)
“I really enjoyed my time in Sixth Form and I
made friends for life.” (Year 13 student)

“Thank you for
the support
and guidance in
helping me find an
apprenticeship.”
(Year 13 student)
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“My Sixth Form teacher was an incredible
support for me, always so positive and
encouraging.” (Year 13 student)

“The support from my form tutor has been very helpful.”
(Year 12 student)

“Our Head of Year was always there for everyone.”
(Year 13 student)

The EPQ
Students may also opt to complete the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ). This project can be
completed on a topic of the student’s choosing, and is excellent preparation for degree level study
as it allows students to develop research and writing skills that are invaluable in higher education.

www.longsandssixthform.org
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Personal Development (PD)
Personal Development (PD) is taught across three strands – Relationships, Health and Wellbeing
and Living in the Wider World.

Ofsted noted that the Academy has “put in
place a detailed programme for pupils’ personal
development”.

As part of our Personal Development programme of study, you will be encouraged to:
• Develop a clear direction of travel for your chosen career and actively pursue this by seeking
out information on the labour market and education system to support your progress
• Have a clear understanding of the learning pathways and qualifications that you will need to
pursue your career
• Actively research and reflect on workplaces, their culture and expectations
• Assess and manage risk and personal safety in a wide range of contexts, including online
• Recognise and challenge prejudice, stereotypes and discrimination and to understand rights
and responsibilities
• Take appropriate actions to improve your physical and mental wellbeing
• To manage your own money and plan your finances (e.g. budgeting, borrowing, debt and credit
agreements)
• Successfully manage your on-line presence
• To recognise and manage negative influence, manipulation and persuasion in a variety of
contexts, including online
• Develop and maintain healthy relationships
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Careers Education and employability
As part of our excellent support for post 18 progression,
we offer:
• Qualified careers advisers

We are proud that
100% of our students
move into either
education or employment
after leaving our
Sixth Form

• One-to-one guidance interviews with a qualified adviser
from Form the Future
• Sustained, relevant and timely careers education, information,
advice and guidance, covering all post 18 progression routes, built into the
Personal Development curriculum
• Well developed links with leading universities
• Links with local and national employers through our partners Growth Works
• Support in applying for access programmes, summer schools and taster courses
• Expert advice and guidance on fees, loans and university finance delivered by our partners at
neaco
• Guidance on CVs, applications and interviews, including a mock interview
• Extensive guidance and support on all aspects of the UCAS application process, from making
choices all the way to Confirmation and Clearing
• Guidance on work related learning and support in finding a work placement

In 2020, over
65% of the Year 13
cohort went to university
with over 30% attending a
university that had been
rated as one of the top
in the country

www.longsandssixthform.org
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Most Able Provision
Excellent Support for Students
A large cohort of students enter our Sixth Form each year with superb GCSE results. We support
these students throughout their time with us, knowing that they may have aspirations to apply for
top universities, degree apprenticeships and highly competitive courses such as medicine. We also
know that these students may also have to cope with some of the burdens that can come with
being a high achiever. We work with these students on imposter syndrome, fear of failure and
overcoming perfectionism, supporting them to achieve superb A Level results whilst also being
happy and thriving at our Sixth Form.
Mastering the Application Process
Throughout Year 12 we work with our most able students to access the super curricular opportunities
that they need to be able to make a successful application to Oxford, Cambridge or another top
Russell Group university. This includes MOOCs, podcasts, lectures, books and webinars to give
the student the chance to delve into their chosen subject and explore it independently. Many
of these students also take an Extended Project Qualification (EPQ). Individual support is given
to Oxbridge applicants and we benefit from intensive personal statement advice and support
from our established links with Wadham College, Oxford and Jesus College, Cambridge. During
Year 12 our future medics benefit from regular meetings , receiving advice on getting work and
voluntary experience. They are trained in the entrance tests (UCAT and BMAT) and provided with
free resources to help them prepare for these tests over the summer of Year 12.
Support, Advice and Preparation for Interviews
In Year 13 we offer support for Admissions Tests and have extensive experience of delivering high
quality practice interviews, which we hone each year based on feedback from our applicants.
Applicants for Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science benefit from practice interviews for
both academic style interviews and the now widely used Multiple Mini Interview format. We have
a track record of success with students getting places for Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science
and for subjects including (in the last couple of years) Engineering, Archaeology, Maths, Natural
Sciences and Asian and Oriental Studies at Oxford and Cambridge.

“I’m so happy that my
dream of being accepted
into medical school has
come true! I couldn’t
have done it without you
and your next students
don’t know how lucky
they are.”
(Medicine, UEA)

“I wanted to say thanks again for all your help in getting here too, I’ve
had discussions with some of my flat mates about those ‘really great
teachers’ that we had and you guys are always the ones I think of when
that conversation comes up.”
(Medicine, Keele)

“[You] gave up many hours of your own time, in free periods and after
school, to support me in maths and with my Cambridge application…
[including] weekly after school sessions where [you] would work on
STEP or Maths Olympiad problems with me.”
(Maths, Cambridge)
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“Thank you so much
for all your help with
applying – I genuinely
don’t think I could have
done it without you.”
(Engineering, Oxford)

Churchill College have emailed me to say they are offering
me a place to study Physical Natural Sciences! I just
wanted to thank you for all the help you provided with my
application, on my personal statement and giving up your
time for the Jesus College residential.
(Natural Sciences, Cambridge)

“Every time that I lost belief in myself,
[you were] there to support me and
persuade me that I was good enough - I
will be forever grateful for this.”
(Maths, Cambridge)

“[You] offered so much academic and emotional
support to me as a student, and to all [your]
students. Thank you so much for everything this last
year.”
(Medicine, Nottingham)

Sixth Form Programme of Study
The grades achieved at the end of Year 11 enable students to progress to the next level. The majority
of courses on offer are Level 3 qualifications, either A Levels or vocational courses. Students must
have achieved five Grade 5 passes at the end of Year 11 (which should typically include Maths and
English) for entry into the Sixth Form. For some subjects there may be additional subject specific
criteria which can be seen below.
Students in our Sixth Form are required to study 3 subjects at A Level, sitting the final examinations
at the end of Year 13. For some students it may be appropriate to study a fourth A Level subject,
and those wishing to study Further Maths must choose four.
Sixth Form entry criteria. Students must have achieved five strong passes (grade 5) at GCSE
level, including English and Maths, and a grade 5 in the desired A Level subject. In addition, some
subjects may have additional entry requirements which will be noted on the subject page.
We also offer a qualification in Core Maths which we recommend for students taking subjects with
a mathematical element, for example Psychology, Biology or Economics, and who are not studying
A Level maths. Our timetable operates over a two-week cycle. Most A Level subjects are allocated
10 hours per cycle of lesson time.

www.longsandssixthform.org
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The Curriculum
There are a wide range of courses available and more information can be found at our
Open Evening on Thursday 21 October or by visiting www.longsandssixthform.org

Subject

Page

A-Level Accounting

16

A-Level Biology

17

A-Level Business

18

BTEC Business

19

A-Level Chemistry

20

A-Level Classical Civilisation

21

BTEC Computing

22

A-Level Economics

23

A-Level English Language and Literature

24

A-Level English Literature

25

A-Level Film Studies

26

A-Level Fine Art

27

A-Level French

28

A-Level Geography

29

A-Leve Geology

30

A-Level German

31

Level 3 Health & Social Care

32

A-Level History (Route 2)

33

“Thank you for
the support
and guidance in
helping me find an
apprenticeship.”

A-Level History (Route 1)

34

(Year 13 student)

A-Level Mathematics

35

Level 3 Core Mathematics

36

A-Level Further Mathematics

37

A-Level Media Studies

38

A-Level Music/Music Technology

39

A-Level Photography

40

A-Level Physical Education

41

A-Level Physics

42

A-Level Politics

43

A-Level Psychology

44

A-Level Religious Studies

45

A-Level Sociology

45

BTEC Sport

46

“My Sixth Form teacher
incredible support for m
positive and encouraging
(Year 13 student)

Please note, for all courses, the final decision on whether a course will run will depend on
uptake and timetabling capacity.
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was an
me, always so
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“All of my teachers are extremely
knowledgeable and dedicated to helping me.”
(Year 12 student)

“I really enjoyed my time in Sixth Form and I
made friends for life.” (Year 13 student)
www.longsandssixthform.org
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THE CURRICULUM

ACCOUNTING

A-Level Accounting (AQA 7127)

What does this course involve?

ENRICHMENT
The department runs
a Young Enterprise
Team, and the ICAEW
Base Competition. The
department also runs a trip
to the Bank of England.

Studying Accounting helps students to understand the responsibilities of the accountant and the
impacts of their recommendations on the business and its stakeholders in a modern economy.
A-Level Accounting will help you develop a range of numerous transferable skills. You will build
knowledge and understanding of key financial and accounting concepts, principles, and techniques
that you can apply to real-life scenarios. This will develop your ability to solve problems logically,
analyse data methodically, make reasoned financial and non-financial choices and communicate
these to stakeholders effectively. The majority of the students who study A-Level Accounting go
on to study an Accounting or Business-related Degree at University. If you decide not to go to
university you could go on to an apprenticeship programme in accounting or gain employment in
marketing, finance, human resources, or administration. Alternatively, you could go straight into
professional qualifications such as ACCA or CIMA.

How is this course assessed?

A level Accounting is a two-year linear course. The course is split into Year 1 and Year 2 content.
Aspects of financial accounting and management accounting are covered over the duration of
the course. Year one focuses on developing a sound grounding of financial and management
accounting with a focus on topic areas such as introduction to the role of the accountant in
business, the double entry model, accounting concepts used in the preparation of accounting
records, preparation, analysis and evaluation of financial statements and marginal costing. Year
two builds on many of the topic areas from Year one including a particular focus on limited
companies, the interpretation, analysis and communication of accounting information as well as
the impact of ethical considerations.
The final examination is taken at the end of Year 2 in the form of two written papers. The
assessments take a holistic approach which means any of the two examination papers can assess
you on any part of the course. There is no coursework completion.
External Assessment – There are 2 external examinations written at the end of Year 13. Each
of these is a 3-hour written paper worth 50% of your final grade. Below is a summary of the
assessment methods used:
Financial Accounting
Paper 1 (3hours)
•
Multiple choice
•
Structured questions
•
Extended answer questions

Accounting for analysis and decision-making
Paper 2 (3hours)
•
Multiple choice
•
Structured questions
•
Extended answer questions

Internal Assessment - You will be internally assessed throughout your course in a variety of ways
including formal assessments that allow us to check your progress and offer tailored support to
help you progress.

Standard entry requirements: See page 13.
16

Longsands Sixth Form Prospectus 2022-24

THE CURRICULUM

BIOLOGY

A-Level Biology (AQA 7402)

What does this course involve?

Many of the important and contentious issues which modern society must address relate to the
study of Biological Sciences. Political and ethical issues involving health, the environment, animal
welfare, food production, DNA manipulation to name but a few, are all a part of our modern
world. The ever present challenge to test, track, treat and cure disease lies at the heart of Biology.
A level study allows you to develop your Biological knowledge, problem solving and analytical
skills and develop informed opinions.
It is a well respected A level and will provide you with the foundation for pursuing many career paths.
As well as studying theoretical aspects, the course includes a large practical component ranging
from the sub cellular level DNA manipulation through to ecology field work.

How is this course assessed?

ENRICHMENT

1) Biological molecules
The department runs a field trip at the
2) Cells
end of Year 12 to Nene Park working
3) Organisms exchange substances with their environment
with their Trust to undertake ecological
skills for the Practical Endorsement.
4) Genetic information, variation and relationships between
organisms
There is also a weekly revision clinic
5) Energy transfers in and between organisms
available to assist students.
6) Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external
environments
7) Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems
8) The control of gene expression. Units 1-4 assessed Paper 1(35%),
Units 5-8 paper 2 (35%) , Units 1-8 paper 3 (30%).
An additional Practical Endorsement based on 12 required practicals is submitted
as evidence of practical competency skills.

Additional entry requirements

Grade 7 In Separate Biology. A minimum of Grade 6-6 in
Trilogy/Combined Science with a Grade 7 average on
your Biology papers. Maths and Chemistry should
also be a minimum Grade 6-6.

www.longsandssixthform.org
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THE CURRICULUM

ENRICHMENT
The department runs a
range of trips including
visits to local businesses,
Woburn Safari Park and
the Bank of England. The
department also runs a
Young Enterprise Team.

BUSINESS

A-Level Business (AQA 7132)

What does this course involve?

A-Level Business is designed to encourage learners to develop
enthusiasm for business by developing a holistic appreciation for business concepts. It aims to
help you develop a creative approach to business opportunities and problem solving. Majority
of the learners who study A-Level Business go on to study at university. If you decide not to go
to university you could go on to an advanced apprenticeship programme or gain employment in
marketing, finance, human resources, or administration. It is also important to note Business as a
subject transcend across academic fields as the skills and concepts you learn are easily transferable.

How is this course assessed?

A level Business is a two-year linear course. The course is split into Year 1 and Year 2 content. Year
one focuses on developing a sound grounding of business decision making and focuses on topics
on management and leadership, marketing performance, operations performance, financial
performance, and human resource performance. Year two builds on many of the topic areas from
year one but focuses on how these can be used strategically. The topic areas explored includes
analysing Strategic position of a business, choosing Strategic direction of a business, how to pursue
strategies, and managing strategic change.
The final examination is taken at the end of Year 2 in the form of three written papers. The
assessments take a holistic approach which means any of the three examination papers can assess
you on any part of the course. There is no coursework completion.
External Assessment – There are 3 external examinations written at the end of Year 13. Each of
these is a 2-hour written paper, weighted equally in deciding your final grade. Below is a summary
of the assessment methods used:
Paper 1, 2 hours
Business 1
• Multiple choice
• Short answer questions
• Essay questions

Paper 2, 2hours
Business 2
• Data response
• Short answer questions
• Essay questions

Paper 3, 2hours
Business 3
• Case Study
• Short answer questions
• Essay questions

Internal Assessment - You will be internally assessed throughout your course in a
variety of ways including formal assessments that allow us to check your progress
and offer tailored support to help you progress.

Standard entry requirements: See page 13.
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THE CURRICULUM

BUSINESS (BTEC)

ENRICHMENT

L3 BTEC National Business: Extended Certificate (Edexcel)

What does this course involve?

The department runs a range
of trips including visits to local
businesses, Woburn Safari
Park and the Bank of England.
The department also runs a
Young Enterprise Team.

The Level 3 BTEC Business qualification encourages and recognises
achievement in students, some of whom may not be getting the
most out of ‘traditional’ academic study, by blending different types
of assessments to formulate your final grade. Those who enjoy handson, practical work with plenty of real-life situations tend to find stimulation
and success through L3 BTEC Business qualification. On offer is The Extended Certificate in Business
which is equivalent in size and study hours to one A level. This qualification is for students who
are interested in learning about the business sector alongside other fields of study, with a view
to progressing to a wide range of higher education courses, not necessarily in business-related
subjects. This course is ideal for students who are passionate about business and are either
planning on starting up their own business or pursuing a career in business. The course will suit
you if you prefer coursework to exams and want the chance to carry out a detailed investigation
of different businesses. You do need to be able to cope with constant and tight deadlines, so
organisation is very important. There is a significant element of reading and writing because of
the coursework, but also an expectation that students discuss and question at every opportunity.

How is this course assessed?

Level 3 BTEC Business Extended Certificate is a two-year modular course covering four modules
(units). Year one focuses on two modules: exploring business and developing a marketing campaign.
Year two focuses on two modules: personal and business finance, and recruitment and selection.
Assessment for this course is a blend of external examinations and internally assessed coursework
and these are taken over the course of the two years.
External Assessment: The course requires students to complete four units of work, 3 are mandatory
and 1 is optional. The course outline and assessment are detailed below:
Four Units of study

How are you assessed?

1. Exploring Business (Mandatory)

Internally assessed through coursework
assignments

2. Developing a Marketing Campaign (Mandatory)

Written external Edexcel examination

3. Personal and Business Finance (Mandatory)

Written external Edexcel examination

4. Recruitment and Selection (Optional)

Internally assessed through coursework
assignments

Internal Assessment: You will be internally assessed throughout your course in a variety of ways
including formal assessments that allow us to check your progress and offer tailored support to
help you progress.

Standard entry requirements: See page 13.
www.longsandssixthform.org
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THE CURRICULUM

ENRICHMENT
The department runs a
twilight visit to GSK and
Spectroscopy in a suitcase
day. There is also a weekly
clinic after school.

CHEMISTRY

A-Level Chemistry (OCR Chemistry A H432)

What does this course involve?

Chemistry is the central science underpinning and complementing much of Biology and Physics.
From looking at reaction mechanisms and pathways to calculating equilibrium constants it will
challenge and develop your problem solving abilities. Chemistry will help you learn how to piece
together answers given different information skills vital to solving many of today’s problems from
tackling the climate emergency to developing new treatments and medicines. Furthermore, it is
highly respected and well regarded A-level that will unlock careers and further studies in a huge
array of fields from finance to medicine. Studying Chemistry unlocks many doors to whatever you
would like to do in the future.

How is this course assessed?

1) Development of Practical skills in chemistry.
2) Foundation in chemistry.
3) Periodic table and energy.
4) Core organic chemistry.
5) Physical chemistry and transition elements 6.Organic chemistry and analysis.
Assessment is 100% exam based. There are three exams in total at A-Level, with some multiple
choice questions. The content on the papers is split as follows:
Paper 1 - Modules 1, 2, 3 and 5.
Paper 2 - Modules 1, 2, 4 and 6.
Paper 3 - All modules.
The exams also cover practical knowledge and students can be awarded a ‘Practical
Endorsement’ as evidence that the can confidently and competently carry out
investigations and experiments.

Additional entry requirements

A GCSE Grade 7 in Separate Chemistry or a minimum
GCSE Grade of 6-6 in Trilogy/Combined Science with a
GCSE Grade 7 average on your Chemistry papers.
Maths should also be a minimum GCSE Grade 6.
Entry requirements are at the discretion of the
Academy which are a Grade 5 in GCSE English
and a grade 5 in GCSE Maths.

20
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THE CURRICULUM

CLASSICAL CIVILISATION
A Level Classical Civilisation (OCR H408)

What does this course involve?

This A Level is open to any students, no matter what your GCSE
subjects. All texts are studied in translation, so no knowledge
of any language other than English is needed.

ENRICHMENT
The departments run a Rome
trip. As part of your A Level
course we will also visit the
British Museum and attend
theatre productions as and
when they are produced.
Classics students are also
invited History Department
trip to the USA.

Classical Civilisation investigates the millennium between 800
BC and 200 AD when some of the most important intellectual
innovations in human history happened. You will read texts well over
2000 years old, looking at battles for power in the classical world and getting
inside the minds of extraordinary individuals, as well as looking at their art and architecture.
You will learn to develop an independent, critical approach to literature, history and politics and
to form strong analytical skills. The study of A Level Classical Civilisation can often lead to the
university-level study of Classics, Drama, English, History, History of Art, Philosophy, Politics, Law
and more. Classical Civilisation is listed on UCL’s list of preferred A Level subjects and it is also
listed on Trinity College, Cambridge’s list of Suitable Arts A Levels.

How is this course assessed?

Unit 1: The World of the Hero – 40% of the A Level. 2 hour 20 minute exam
In this unit you will study two foundational texts of Western Literature – Homer’s Odyssey and
Virgil’s Aeneid. In this unit you will look at how heroes are presented in Greek and Roman literature
and how this is different from the modern super-hero, or key worker hero. Pride, arrogance,
magic, fighting off monsters – these were all traits of an ancient hero. You will come across the
underworld, the Cyclops, witches like Circe, as well as the gods like Zeus (Jupiter), Athena and
Juno.
Unit 2: Greek Theatre – 30% of the A Level. 1 hour 45 minute exam
In this unit you will study three Greek plays – two tragedies and one comedy. The Tragedies
are Oedipus Rex and The Bacchae. These plays are by two of the greatest playwrights
in history – Sophocles and Euripides. They cover themes such as free will, hubris,
personal/national responsibility, and sexuality. The comedy is called Frogs by
Aristophanes. It concerns a trip to the underworld to bring back a dead poet to
save Athens – lots of fun along the way.
Unit 3: Greek Religion – 30% of the A Level. 1 hour 45 minute exam
In this unit you will study the Olympian gods and how they were
worshipped by the Greeks. This unit is a mixture of history,
archaeology, philosophy and ethics, as well as literature. It looks
at the role of gods in sacrifice, daily living, national politics
and sport. It also looks at how this was challenged by
philosophers and atheists.

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.

www.longsandssixthform.org
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THE CURRICULUM

COMPUTING (BTEC)

BTEC L3 National Diploma in Computing (Pearson 603/0445/5)

What does this course involve?

BTEC Computing introduces students to multiple Computer Science disciplines, providing both
theoretical knowledge and practical skills in a wide range of specialisms. Throughout the course
we cover Principles of Programming, Fundamentals of Computer Systems, Project Management,
IT Security and Encryption, Games Design, Web Development, The Impact of Computing and
Business applications of Social Media. Each unit is linked to an industry or academic partner who
provide additional insight and knowledge in the application of the skills taught through seminars,
workshops, and visits.
The combination of examinations and portfolios (coursework) also exposes students to a wide
breadth of skills outside of the subject specialism including research techniques, analysis, report
writing, academic referencing and problem solving. Making the Level 3 BTEC Computing course
the ideal foundation whether the students wish to pursue further study, apprenticeships or work
in the IT/Technology sector and is highly regarded by universities.

How is this course assessed?

ENRICHMENT

This course is the equivalent of two A Levels.
There are eight units, six of which are mandatory.

The department actively engages
students in projects, competitions and
visits including Digital Divide project,
EGX Games Expo, Computing History
Museum, University of Suffolk, FXP Games
Competition and Erasmus + project.
Seminars and workshops include MASS
Cyber Security Specialists and Lilac
James Web Services.

There are three externally assessed exams:
Unit 1: Principles of Computer Science.
Unit 2: Fundamentals of Computer Systems.
Unit 3: Project Management.
There are five internally assessed portfolio units:
Unit 7: IT System Security and Encryption.
Unit 8: Business Applications of Social Media.
Unit 9: The Impact of Computing.
Unit 14: Computer Games Development.
Unit 15: Website Development.

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.
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ECONOMICS

A-Level Economics (AQA 7136)

What does this course involve?

A level Economics aims to develop your appreciation for
the contribution economics (as a social science) make to the
understanding of the wider social environment, particularly how
individuals, households and firms make rational and or irrational
decisions when faced with choices concerning scare resources. You will
be encouraged to challenge your view of the world around you as you
develop into being a critical thinker. Fascinating concepts on opportunity
cost, diminishing marginal returns, supply and demand, choice, externalities,
multiplier effect, allocative efficiency and many others will be explored. Majority
of the learners who study A-Level Economics go on to study Economics, Business and
finance or Politics related degree at university. If you decide not to go to university you
could go on to an advanced apprenticeship programme or gain employment in marketing,
finance, human resources, administration, or politics.

How is this course assessed?

A level Economics is a two-year linear course. The learning material is split into micro-economics
and macro-economics. Micro-economics focus on the operations of markets and market failure
whilst macro-economics focus on national and international economy. Year one focuses on
developing a sound grounding of both micro and macro-economics and Year two builds on many
of these topic areas with much more sophistication and application to real-life scenarios. The final
examination is taken at the end of Year two in the form of three written papers. The assessments
take a holistic approach which means any of the three examination papers can assess you on any
part of the course. There is no coursework completion.
External Assessment – There are 3 external examinations written at the end of Year 13. Each of
these is a 2 hour written paper, weighted equally in deciding your final grade. Below is a summary
of the assessment methods used:
Paper 1, 2 hours

Paper 2, 2 hours

Paper 3, 2 hours

Markets and market failure
• Data Response
• Essay Questions

National and international economy
• Data Response
• Essay Questions

Economic principles and issues
• Multiple choice
• Case Study – short answer
questions and essay questions

Internal Assessment - You will be internally assessed throughout your
course in a variety of ways including formal assessments that allow us
to check your progress and offer tailored support to help you progress.

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.

www.longsandssixthform.org

ENRICHMENT
The department organises visits
to local businesses, Worburn
Safari trip and the Bank of
England. We also provide the
opportunity for students
to be part of the
Young Enterprise Team.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE and LITERATURE
A-Level English Language and Literature (AQA 7707)

What does this course involve?

The department organises
Theatre Trips, British
Library Workshops and an
A Level Conference trip is
arranged across the two
years. There is also an
opportunity to write for
the Sixth Form Reviewer.

English Language and Literature enables you to experience the best of both
worlds in the study of English. While reading and analysing great literature,
such as The Great Gatsby and Frankenstein, you will also have the opportunity to work on your
own re-creative writing. While developing these analytical and creative skills, you will also gain an
insight into the world of linguistic study. By exploring a range of modes of texts, you will become
an expert in tackling linguistic theory and applying them to your own analysis.
English is also very effective in developing transferrable skills such as interpretive abilities,
communication, and the ability to decipher how language works. These skills are highly valued in
a range of University courses and careers such as: Business and Finance, Teaching, Print Media,
Law, social media, Broadcast Media, Marketing, Advertising, Publishing and Journalism.

How is this course assessed?

English Language and Literature is assessed on two final exams and one piece of NEA:
Telling Stories (40%)
For this paper, you will study an anthology of a wide range of texts focused on Paris and the
representation of place. You will also study either Frankenstein or The Handmaid’s Tale with a
focus on imagined worlds. The poetry of Seamus Heaney will be another text that you will explore.
Exploring Conflict (40%)
In this paper, you will study The Great Gatsby and focus on producing a piece of re-creative writing
alongside a commentary of your work. You will also look at a drama text which will either be
All My Sons or Othello.
NEA: Making Connections (20%)
Students will carry out an independent investigation that explores a specific theme
or technique in literary and non-literary discourse.

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.
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ENGLISH LITERATURE
A-Level English Literature (AQA 7717)

What does this course involve?

English Literature is a highly respected A level that is valued by universities and employers. For
many years, the subject was a ‘Facilitating Subject’ – one of 9 subjects that was considered highly
desirable for entry to the Russell Group Universities.
If you enjoy reading and delving into stories and the craft of writing, then this is the course for you.
English Literature is also very effective in developing transferrable skills such as
communication, an understanding of how language works, close analysis,
and the ability to construct a well-argued case. These skills are highly
valued in a range of university courses and graduate careers such
ENRICHMENT
as: Business and Finance, Journalism, Teaching, Print Media, social
media, History, Law, Broadcast Media, Marketing, Advertising,
The department organises Theatre
Publishing – even Politics!

How is this course assessed?

English Literature is assessed on two final exams and one piece
of NEA:

Trips, British Library Workshops and
an A Level Conference trip is arranged
across the two years.

There is also an opportunity to write for
the Sixth Form Reviewer.

Aspects of Tragedy (40%)
This paper is focused on the genre of tragedy. You will study two
Shakespearean masterpieces in the form of King Lear and Richard II. You will also
study an anthology of tragic poetry that includes the work of Chaucer, Milton, Frost and Rossetti.
Political Protest Writing (40%)
For this paper, you will study dystopian novel The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood, as
well as The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini. Alongside these novels, you will also study
the poetry of William Blake and some unseen extracts.
Independent NEA (20%)
Students will carry out two independent studies on a novel and poetry
collection of their choice. This will involve engagement with critical
theories to look at these texts through different lenses.

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.

www.longsandssixthform.org
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THE CURRICULUM
ENRICHMENT

FILM STUDIES

Cinema Trips and Film Talks
are arranged across the
two years. There is also an
opportunity to write for the
Sixth Form Reviewer.

A-Level Film Studies (Eduqas A670QS)

What does this course involve?

Film Studies is an exciting and engaging course that will give you
a new appreciation of cinema. If you love going to the cinema,
watching films, and talking about them with friends, then this might just be the course for you.

Learn about the importance of the technical elements of film, alongside ideas of representation,
context and ideology. If you watched films passively in the past, then this course will equip you
with the ability to analyse the ‘poetic’ and more symbolic nature of film.
With an eclectic range of twelve excellent pieces of Cinema to study over the two years, you will
leave the course as the ultimate ‘film buff’. Many of our students go on to study Film at University
with a view to building a career within the industry.

How is this course assessed?

Film Studies is assessed on two final exams and one piece of NEA:
Varieties of Film & Filmmaking (35%)
For this paper, you will study three areas of cinema and write comparatively about six films.
You will look at the idea of the auteur in earlier Hollywood films such as Hitchcock’s Vertigo and
Forman’s One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest. Students also study more recent American films such
as Inception and Captain Fantastic. Aside from American cinema, you will also study British Film in
the form of Trainspotting and This is England.
Global Filmmaking Perspectives (35%)
Films for this paper include global cinema classics such as City of God and Pan’s Labyrinth.
You will also study the genre of documentary, through Amy, and experimental cinema,
such as Pulp Fiction. The final thing you will study is early silent cinema.
Production NEA (30%)
Students have the option to either produce their own short film or write a
screenplay. This is then followed by an evaluative analysis.

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.
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FINE ART

A-Level Fine Art (OCR H601)

What does this course involve?

Through the study of Fine Art you will develop the skills of:
• Control and manipulation of media and techniques: to
create skillfully crafted work.
• Analytical and critical thinking: to appreciate the work
of artists and designers.
• Creative problem-solving: by finding practical solutions to express ideas.
• Presentation and communication: to share your observations, ideas and feelings through your
work.

How is this course assessed?

Core Skills: You will build on your GCSE skills to explore media and techniques, including: still
life drawing, landscape painting, expressive portraits, photography, batik, mixed media, prepared
surfaces and image transfer.
Project Work: You will explore a range of ideas on the theme of ‘Famous Icons’, including celebrity
portraits, iconic objects, and personal aspirations. This is an introduction to the A Level Assessment
Objectives and how to build a project towards a final outcome.
Personal Investigation: You will explore a range of ideas from a choice of starting points to
develop a personal project outline. This is the beginning of the assessed work for the A Level in
Photography.
Related Study: You will continue to develop the Personal Investigation practical portfolio through
exploration and experimentation with techniques. Alongside this work, there is a written study
to explore some aspect of your practice, called the Related Study. The combined Personal
Investigation and Related Study form 60% of the A Level marks.
Exam Preparation: This is the start of the externally set exam and forms 40% of the
A Level marks. You will choose one starting point from the exam paper and develop
your own project idea towards a final outcome.
Exam: The final exam is 15 hours. During this time you will complete
your exam project by creating a final outcome.

ENRICHMENT

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.

www.longsandssixthform.org

There are trips to London for A Level
students to visit Art Galleries and to
sketch and photograph for project work.
The Visual Arts department also runs a
trip to Amsterdam in September, to visit
Art galleries, and to give students the
opportunity to photograph and draw in
this beautiful city.
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FRENCH

A-Level French (AQA 7652)

What does this course involve?

As part of this subject, students can enjoy:
a film and literature study day
university taster sessions
the opportunity to correspond regularly
with a French student
• trip to Germany
• support to organise work experience
• international competition opportunities translation and poetry
•
•
•

At French A level you will learn about aspects of French
culture and contemporary society, looking at diversity
and the benefits it brings. You will study highlights of French-speaking artistic culture, including
francophone music and cinema, and learn about political engagement and who wields political
power in the French-speaking world.

How does current French cinema and music reflect the issues faced in contemporary French
society? Have you ever considered how enjoying an authentic French film such as la Haine can
provide an interesting way to learn about French, widen your vocabulary and develop a range of
analytical and critical skills
Les origines d’une société multiculturelle. Comment est-ce que la société française est-elle devenue
multiculturelle? Would you like to find out more about the issues surrounding multiculturalism in
French speaking countries? How successful is cultural diversity and what can be done to promote
true integration – is there such a thing? Explore this through virtual and/or real-life encounters.

How is this course assessed?

You will explore the influence of the past on present-day French-speaking communities. Throughout
the course, you will learn the language in the context of French-speaking countries and the issues
and influences which have shaped them. You will study texts and film and have the opportunity to
carry out independent research on an area of your choice.

Students will be assessed by sitting two exams and a non-exam speaking
assessment.
Paper 1 (2 hour and 30 minutes) will assess listening, reading and writing.
Paper 2 (2 hours) will assess writing. Students will be expected to write
two essays which critically analyse the set text and file you will study.

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.
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GEOGRAPHY

A-Level Geography (OCR H481)

What does this course involve?

If you want to change the world in which we live, you must
first understand it, and this is exactly what Geography allows
you to do. The course covers a mixture of physical and human
Geography topics and explores how they are interconnected. With
this knowledge you could be the one to change mankind’s future and
save our planet from destruction!
Studying Geography gives you the opportunity to explore some of the big issues
facing the world today, and in particular how we manage these issues. You will
have the opportunity to study some of the inequalities that plague the world today
and consider how they can be overcome. Geography is a highly valued subject among
universities and employers and is regarded as a facilitating A-Level.
During the course you will have the opportunity to take part in a 3 day fieldwork training course to
Cranedale, North Yorkshire, develop your research and independent study skills, as well as explore
the use of GIS and statistical analysis, making you a well-rounded and highly skilled individual.

How is this course assessed?

The Geography A Level is assessed by 3 exams and a non examined assessment (independent
investigation worth 20% of your marks).
• Paper 1 is the Physical Systems paper and covers the topics of Earth’s Life Support Systems and
coastal landscape systems.
• Paper 2 is the Human interactions paper and covers the topics of Changing Spaces; Making
Places, global migration and human rights.
• Paper 3 is the Geographical debates paper and covers two units, one called ‘Hazardous Earth’
(volcanoes and earthquakes) and the other ‘The Future of food’.
ENRICHMENT

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.
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Fieldwork is a compulsory part of
the course and it is expected that
all students take part in 4 days of
fieldwork. For this we spend a day
in Wisbech investigating migration
and 3 days at Cranedale field studies
centre investigating carbon and water
cycles, coastal processes and changing
spaces. The department also run a
residential trip to Iceland.
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GEOLOGY

A-Level Geology (Eduqas 480QS)

What does this course involve?

ENRICHMENT

Longsands Geology
students all take part in a
compulsory fieldwork trip to
the incredible Isle of Arran.
Students are also invited to
our Iceland trip and university
open days and lectures.

Geology involves the study of the processes that have formed Planet Earth over millions of years.
It is important to know how our planet works in order to manage its resources effectively and to
cope with the hazards and changes that affect society and the environment. If you study Geology,
you will never look at our world in quite the same way again!
Geology is, above all, a problem-solving science subject. Geologists develop practical skills, in both
the classroom and through fieldwork, and learn to investigate, analyse, and interpret a wide range
of evidence that is contained in the rock and fossil records. In studying A Level Geology, you will
become able to evaluate a range of data in order to decide which of several possible theories best
explains the Geological evidence. Geology students also develop mathematical and writing skills,
both important aspects that are used in the study of our Earth.
Geology is an inspiring multidisciplinary subject, where theoretical knowledge combines with
practical application, taught in a well-resourced, engaging, and supportive learning environment.
Past Geology A Level students have progressed to careers in a wide range of industries such as
engineering and research science, and A Level Geology is a popular springboard into further study
at university for science-based degrees. Geologists are incredibly important for the future of
resources on Earth, making an A Level in Geology highly valuable for future employment.
The core aspects of this course introduce eight geological concepts; Elements, minerals, and rocks,
Surface and internal processes of the rock cycle, Time and change, Earth structure and global
tectonics, Rock forming processes, Rock deformation, Past life and past climates, Earth materials
and natural resources.
There are also themes which integrate and develop the knowledge, understanding and skills
acquired in the core aspects; Geohazards, Geological map applications, Quaternary geology,
Geological evolution of Britain, Geology of the lithosphere.

How is this course assessed?

Exam (written) Assessment:
• Component 1 - Geological Investigations (35%)
• Component 2 - Geological Principles and Processes (30%)
• Component 3 - Geological Applications (35%)
The exams require students to answer a variety of stimulus response questions requiring both short
and structured answers, and extended answers involving the investigation and interpretations of
geological maps, photographs, and hand specimens.
In addition to the exams, students take part in a number of practical activities that award students
a ‘practical endorsement’, which demonstrates competence in a range of practical skills. Fieldwork
is an essential part of Geology, as applying theoretical concepts to real world scenarios is how
most Geologists develop and progress.

Standard entry requirements: See page 13.
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GERMAN

A-Level German (AQA 7662)

What does this course involve?

At German A level you will learn about aspects of German
culture and contemporary society, looking at diversity and the
benefits it brings. You will study highlights of German-speaking
artistic culture, including francophone music and cinema, and learn
about political engagement and who wields political power in the
German-speaking world.
Would you like to be able to truly enjoy, understand and discuss a German
film in depth and reflect on the issues faced in contemporary German society?
Have you ever considered how enjoying an authentic German film can provide an
interesting way to widen your vocabulary and develop a range of analytical and critical
skills? Would you like to find out more about the issues surrounding multiculturalism in
German speaking countries? How successful is cultural diversity and what can be done to
promote true integration – is there such a thing? Explore this through virtual and/or real-life
encounters. Have you ever been to one of Germany’s many festivals or celebrated Christmas and
New Year the German way? Why is the Oktoberfest so successful?

How is this course assessed?

You will explore the influence of the past on present-day German-speaking communities.
Throughout the course, you will learn the language in the context of German-speaking countries
and the issues and influences which have shaped them. You will study texts and film and have the
opportunity to carry out independent research on an area of your choice.

Students will be assessed by sitting two exams and a non-exam speaking
assessment.
Paper 1 (2 hour and 30 minutes) will assess listening, reading and writing.
Paper 2 (2 hours) will assess writing from set texts and/or film.

ENRICHMENT
As part of this subject, students can enjoy:
a film and literature study day
film clubs
the opportunity to correspond regularly
with a student at our Aachen partner
school
• trip to Germany
• support to organise work experience
• national competition opportunities translation and poetry
•
•
•

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.

www.longsandssixthform.org
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HEALTH and SOCIAL CARE

Cambridge Technical Level 3 Health and Social Care (OCR 601/7060/8)

The department organises
talks by Health and Social
Care professionals

What does this course involve?

If you are interested in working with children, vulnerable adults or in the medical field, then this is
the subject for you. Learning about the human body; the legislation surrounding caring for people
(and yourself); how to communicate effectively; reproduction and childbirth; and the importance
of adequate nutrition and how to achieve this. The course is broad and fascinating with a mix of
coursework and exams.

How is this course assessed?
Unit 1: Building positive
relationships in health and
social care (exam unit)
Unit 2: Equality, diversity and
rights in health and social
care (coursework unit)
Unit 4: Anatomy and
Physiology (exam unit)
Unit 10: Nutrition for Health
(coursework unit)
Unit 13: Sexual Health,
Reproduction and Early
Development Stages
(coursework unit)

An introduction to the different relationships within the HSC sector.
You will consider how different factors can impact on the building
of relationships.
This looks at the implications of diversity on practice and the effects
of discriminatory practice on individuals.
This unit introduces you to the basic structure and functions of the
body systems involved in everyday activities and maintenance of
health, including cardiovascular, respiratory and digestive systems.
This unit gives an understand the impact of nutrition on wellbeing
and health. Rising levels of obesity are leading to increases in heart
conditions, diabetes and liver disease.
This unit looks at health and wellbeing from childhood and through
the different stages of adulthood.

Internal assessment:
Unit 1 Building Positive Relationships in Health and Social Care,
Unit 10 Nutrition for Health
Unit 13 Sexual Health, Reproduction and Early Development Stages.
External assessment:
Unit 2 Equality, Diversity and Rights in Health and Social Care,
Unit 3 Health, Safety and Security in Health and Social Care
Unit 4 Anatomy and Physiology for Health and Social Care.

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.
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HISTORY - Route 2: State and Society
A-Level History (AQA 7042)

What does this course involve?

Everything happening around us today has been influenced
by and is a result of what has happened in the past. History
can help us predict what could happen in the future. One of
the most flexible of qualifications, History provides an excellent
pathway to degrees such as History, Law, English and Philosophy, and
beyond that to a range of interesting careers. This intellectually rigorous
course is an excellent way for students to develop highly sought after and
transferable skills. These include being able to effectively communicate complex
ideas, the ability to research, analyse and evaluate information, both orally and in
writing, and the capacity to make substantiated judgements, all whilst developing
independent work skills.

How is this course assessed?

Component 1: The Tudors: England 1485-1603 (40 % A-level)
This option allows students to study in breath issues of change, continuity, cause and consequence
in this period through the following questions:
•
•
•
•
•

How did the Tudors restore and develop the powers of the monarchy?
How effectively was England governed at this time?
How did English society and economy change at this time and with what effects?
How far did religious and intellectual ideas change and develop?
How important was the role of key individuals and groups?

Component 2: 2N Revolution and Dictatorship, Russia 1917-1953 (40% of A-level)
This option provides for the study in depth of the coming and practice of communism in Russia.
It explores concepts such as Marxism, communism, Leninism, and Stalinism, ideological control
and dictatorship. It also enables students to consider issues of political authority, the power of
individuals and the inter-relationship of governmental and economic and social change.
Component 3: Historical Investigation (20% of A-level)
An essay of 3,000-5,000 words on a topic of your choice relating to The USA, 1865-1968.
ENRICHMENT FOR HISTORY (EITHER ROUTE)
The History department runs a USA trip to Washington, Philadelphia and New York. We also take
students to visit various exhibition visits as appropriate to the course.

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.
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HISTORY - Route 1: Revolutions and Rebellions
A-Level History (AQA 7042)

What does this course involve?

Everything happening around us today has been influenced by and is a result of what has
happened in the past. History can also help us predict what could happen in the future. One of the
most flexible of qualifications, History provides an excellent pathway to degrees such as History,
Law, English and Philosophy, and beyond that to a range of interesting careers. This intellectually
rigorous course is an excellent way for students to develop highly sought after and transferable
skills. These include being able to effectively communicate complex ideas, the ability to research,
analyse and evaluate information and the capacity to make substantiated judgements, all whilst
developing independent work skills.

How is this course assessed?

Component 1: Breadth Study 1H Tsarist and Communist Russia, 1855-1964 (40 % A-level)
This option allows students to study in breadth issues of change, continuity, cause and consequence
in this period through the following key questions:
•
•
•
•
•
•

How was Russia governed and how did political authority change and develop?
Why did opposition develop and how effective was it?
How and with what results did the economy develop and change?
What was the extent of social and cultural change?
How important were ideas and ideology?
How important was the role of individuals and groups and how were they affected by 			
developments?
Component 2: 2E The English Revolution, 1625-1660 (40 % A-level)
This option provides for the study in depth of the challenges faced by those in authority in
the years before, during and after the English Civil War. It explores concepts such as Divine
Right; arbitrary government, Arminianism, and political and religious radicalism. It
also encourages an in-depth understanding of how government works, arbitrary
government and consensus, authority and opposition and issues of settlement.
Component 3: Historical Investigation (20% of A-level)
An essay of 3,000-5,000 words on a topic of your choice relating to the
USA, 1865-1968.
ENRICHMENT FOR HISTORY (EITHER ROUTE)
The History department runs a USA trip to Washington, Philadelphia
and New York. We also take students to visit various exhibition visits
as appropriate to the course.

Standard entry requirements
See page 11.
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MATHEMATICS

A-Level Mathematics (OCR (A) H240)

What does this course involve?

A Level mathematics is highly regarded by universities
and employers. Maths A Level will develop your reasoning,
communication and problem solving skills as well as your logical
thinking. You will have opportunities to uncover the beauty of
calculus, make connections between algebra and geometry, and gain
knowledge and intuition to help you assess the data you come across in
the media.
As a Maths student at Longsands Sixth Form, you will benefit from access to superb
online resources (UpLearn and Integral), comprehensive textbooks and unrivalled
levels of support from teachers in lessons but also outside of lessons via our very
popular weekly Maths Clinic. If you enjoy the satisfaction of learning and understanding
mathematics, and the thrill of solving a challenging problem, then A Level mathematics could
be for you. A Level Maths is essential or highly desirable for many STEM degrees, including
Mathematics, Physics, Engineering and Computer Science.

How is this course assessed?

OCR (A) specification builds on GCSE Maths, to cover the content needed for many degrees and
jobs with a high mathematics content. This includes in-depth study of calculus and its applications.
You will study topics including Proof, Algebra, Functions, Calculus, Exponentials and Logarithms.
In Statistics you will study Probability, Sampling, Data Presentation and Interpretation as well as
Statistical Distributions and Hypothesis Testing.
In Mechanics you will study Kinematics, Moments, Forces and Newton’s Laws.
The course is assessed via three 2 hour exams: Pure Mathematics, Pure and Statistics and Pure
and Mechanics, all taken at the end of Year 13.

ENRICHMENT

Additional entry requirements

A Grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics. If you achieve a Grade
4-6 in GCSE Maths then we recommend you consider Core
Maths instead.
www.longsandssixthform.org

Senior Maths Challenge: Autumn term.
Future Mathematicians Group for those
aiming to study maths at a top university.
Entrance exam (including STEP and MAT)
preparation sessions and
Oxbridge interview training.
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CORE MATHS

A-Level Core Maths (AQA 1350)

What does this course involve?

If you enjoyed Maths at GCSE but don’t want to study A level Mathematics, then Core Maths could
be for you.
The AQA Certificate level 3 in Mathematical Studies is a 1-year course taken in Year 12. It focuses
on ‘real life’ maths, and maths that is useful for other subjects at A Level and Degree level.
Core maths builds upon GCSE mathematical knowledge and provides further insight into why we
need to study some topics. An example of this is Percentages which are needed for VAT and tax
calculations.
It also helps you to have an awareness of the world around you as you will need to learn facts such
as the population of the world or the population of the UK in order to carry out Fermi estimations
successfully
The qualification is particularly valuable for any student planning a future that requires good
quantitative skills, whether that be in higher education or employment. Degrees such as Biology,
Geography and Business Studies all expect a high level of mathematical competency that can be
supported by studying Core Maths.

How is this course assessed?

You will learn about inflation, taxes, mortgages and student loans - lots of the maths that
adults wish they had been taught at school.
You will also study statistics that is useful for many other A Level subjects, including
sampling, standard deviation, normal distribution and confidence intervals.
The content is assessed via two 1hr30 exams that take place at the end of
Year 12.

Standard entry requirements
See page 11.
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FURTHER MATHS

A-Level Further Maths (OCR (A) H245)

What does this course involve?

A Level Further Maths, taken in addition to A Level Maths, provides students with an opportunity
to gain greater depth and breadth. For someone who enjoys mathematics, it provides a challenge
and a chance to explore more sophisticated mathematical concepts. Students find it enjoyable
and rewarding and say that spending more time doing Maths boosts their grades in their standard
A Level Maths.
Taking Further Maths at the Longsands Sixth Form will provide you with unrivalled levels of support
and advice. Our maths clinic (3.15-5.00pm) is widely used by students to complete assignments
in a friendly, helpful and encouraging environment. We have extensive experience of students
applying to study Mathematics and related subjects at top universities and offer high quality advice
on applications, support for entrance exams (including STEP) and practice interviews (e.g. for
Oxbridge). We use textbook and internet resources with comprehensive coverage of each unit of
work and a loan graphical calculator is available to Further Maths students. A Level Further Maths
is essential for studying Maths at many top universities and desirable for many STEM subjects at
university, particularly Physics and Engineering.

How is this course assessed?

The OCR(A) Further Mathematics course is 50% Pure Mathematics. 25% will be Discrete Maths
and the remaining 25% will either be Mechanics or Statistics.
Parts of the course build on A Level Mathematics as we learn more challenging algebraic techniques
and additional approaches to calculus. Other parts bring in new content entirely. You will study
Complex Numbers, Matrices, Proof by Induction, Roots of Polynomials and Hyperbolic
Functions (among other things) in Pure. In Discrete, topics include Game Theory, Graphs
and Networks and Linear Programming. If your class studies the Mechanics option,
you will study Dimensional Analysis, Impulse and Momentum and Motion in a
Circle. If your class does Statistics you will study Chi Squared Tests, Discrete
Random Variables and Regression.
There are four exams at the end of the course:
two in Pure Core, one in Discrete
and one for Mechanics/Statistics.

Additional entry requirements

A Grade 8 in GCSE Mathematics.
To take A Level Further Maths, you
must also be taking A Level Maths.
www.longsandssixthform.org

ENRICHMENT

Senior Maths Challenge: Autumn term.
Future Mathematicians Group for
those aiming to study maths at a top
university. Entrance exam (including
STEP and MAT) preparation sessions and
extensive Oxbridge interview training
and personal statement support.
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THE CURRICULUM

MEDIA STUDIES

A-Level Media Studies (Eduqas A680QS)

What does this course involve?

In a world that is now more media reliant than ever and where media is an increasingly manipulative
tool (fake new, Cambridge Analytica, Trump, Facebook etc). It is imperative that young people are
educated in Media Studies. This exciting and vibrant course offers students the opportunity to study
all areas of the Media including film, radio, magazines, music videos, newspapers, advertising,
marketing, video games, TV, and online Media. Students will learn to critically analyse texts from
each industry area and also create texts for the NEA controlled assessment unit, developing skills
learned and putting them into practice. A level Media allows students to learn transferable skills
that would be invaluable in any professional career or further education route of study and attain
ability to explore, analyse and evaluate information and successfully communicate complex ideas.

How is this course assessed?

Component 1 (Section A) Media Products Industries & Audiences: Written examination 2 hours 15
mins 35% (90 marks) Learn how to analyse and critically compare how media products, including
products outside the commercial mainstream, construct and communicate meanings through use
of media language and audience response.
Component 1 (Section B) Understanding Media Industries & Audiences Develop knowledge and
understanding of key aspects of media industries including the significance of ownership and
funding, the role of regulation and the targeting of mass and specialised audiences exploring
issues such as, why is a film given a 15 certificate rather than an 18 and why does a film get
banned?
Component 2 Media Products & Forms in Depth:
Written examination, 2 hours 30 mins. 35% (90 marks)
Study three media forms in depth: Television in the global age, magazines – mainstream
and alternative media, blogs and websites – media in the online age. You will explore
the three media forms through close analysis of the set products comparing their
use of media language and the representation they offer in relation to relevant
social, cultural, economic, political and historical contexts as well as exploring
the role of media industries in shaping media products.
Component 3 NEA - Cross Media Production. 30% (60 marks)
Apply the knowledge and understanding skills learned to create
cross media production consisting of a moving image product
and two print productions in a response to a set brief
provided by the exam board, along with a statement of
aims.

Standard entry requirements
See page 11.
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MUSIC

A-Level Music (Eduqas A660PA)

What does this course involve?

A level Music is for you if you are creative, passionate
about music and its place in the world, and keen on
continuing a practical approach to education.
A level Music lessons continue to combine practical and theory work
at a high level, with a course that is stimulating and varied in its content.
The A level course offers academic rigour as well as opportunities to enjoy
working with your peers practically.

How is this course assessed?

The course is comprised of 60% coursework in Performing and Composing, with
the option of each student weighting one of the two more heavily depending on your
strengths. There is also a final listening exam worth 40%, covering the development of the
Symphony, the history of Musical Theatre, and 20th Century Music styles. You will study and
analyse set musical genres, learn in detail how to write complex music in Classical and Popular
styles, and perform regularly. Music is an ideal accompaniment to other arts subjects, languages
or humanities, and also provides a good contrast to maths/ sciences. Hundreds of academic music
degrees are offered nationally, as well as music college and conservatoire opportunities. Students
should aim to be Grade 6 on an instrument by the start of Year 13.

Additional entry requirements

Grade 7 in GCSE Music or Grade 5 (ABRSM/Trinity/RockSchool).

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY

A-Level Music Technology (Edexcel 9MT0)

ENRICHMENT
The department runs various
concerts and performances
throughout the year, including
weekly rehearsals for a range
of musical ensembles.

What does this course involve?

The qualification is valuable for any student with an interest in electronic composition, studio
recordings, sound design and film scoring. This will be a great advantage in higher education or
in an apprenticeship at a recording studio. You will learn about the capture of sound, synthesis,
sampling, electronic instruments and effects from the 1950s to the present day.

How is this course assessed?

20% Recording
20% Composition
25% Listening exam - ‘Music Technology from 1950s to the present day’
35% Practical Exam ‘Producing and Analysing’.

Additional entry requirements

Students are required to have at least a Grade 6 at GCSE Music or be proficient on a music
instrument. Keyboard skills are an advantage.
www.longsandssixthform.org
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THE CURRICULUM
ENRICHMENT

VISUAL ARTS (PHOTOGRAPHY)

There are trips to London for A Level
students to visit Art Galleries and to
sketch and photograph for project work.
The Visual Arts department also runs a
trip to Amsterdam in September, to visit
Art galleries, and to give students the
opportunity to photograph and draw
in this beautiful city.

A-Level Photography (OCR H603)

What does this course involve?

Through the study of Photography you will develop the skills of:
• Control and manipulation of media and techniques: to
create technically and aesthetically skillful work.
• Analytical and critical thinking: to appreciate the work of
artists and photographers.
• Creative problem-solving: by finding practical solutions to express
ideas.
• Presentation and communication: to share your observations, ideas and feelings through 		
your work.

How is this course assessed?

Core Skills: We start with a series of short projects to explore specific genres, technical aspects
and creative possibilities within digital photography and Photoshop: White Still Life; Abstract
Composition; Documentary Photography; Surreal Photomontage; Capturing Motion; Studio
Portraits.
Project Work: You will explore a range of ideas on the two themes of ‘Portraiture’ and ‘The City’,
working towards a final outcome. This is an introduction to the A Level Assessment Objectives and
how to build a project towards a final outcome.
Personal Investigation: You will explore a range of ideas from a choice of starting points to
develop a personal project outline. This is the beginning of the assessed work for the A Level in
Photography.
Related Study: You will continue to develop the Personal Investigation practical portfolio
through exploration and experimentation with techniques. Alongside this work, there
is a written study to explore some aspect of your practice, called the Related Study.
The combined Personal Investigation and Related Study form 60% of the A Level
marks.
Exam Preparation: This is the start of the externally set exam and forms
40% of the A Level marks. You will choose one starting point from the
exam paper and develop your own project idea towards a final
outcome.
Exam: The final exam is 15 hours. During this time you will
complete your exam project by creating a final outcome.

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.
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TITLE
PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
A-Level Physical
Title (Exam
Education
Board...)(OCR H555)

What does this course involve?

Sport has evolved and been revolutionised over many
years. From the amount of sport now available to us to the
mechanics behind how we move in sport. A-Level PE explores
many different aspects of the sporting world. You will step deep
into the history of sport and discover the many contemporary issues
that surround sport is today’s society. You will begin understand the
psychology behind great athletes as well as developing your knowledge
and understanding the importance of your body during exercise.
A-level PE provides an excellent pathway into degrees such as Sport Science,
Physiotherapy, Nutrition, Physical Education, Sports Business management and much
more. You will gain vital academic and social skills through both the written and practical
aspects of the course. These include analysing and evaluating performance, independent
research skills, academic writing and leading and working together in a team.

How is this course assessed?

Paper 1:
Anatomy and Physiology, Exercise Physiology, Biomechanics
(2 hour written paper, 90 marks, 30%)
This paper looks at the human body and how the body systems are used during and after
exercise. It also goes into detail about the mechanics of the body during activities and the sports
themselves.
Paper 2:
Skill Acquisition and Sports Psychology (1 hour written paper, 60 marks, 20%)
This paper studies the sporting skills themselves and how we process the information and skills
required in sport. It will also focus on the psychology required in sport and what athletes can do
with their mind to be the top of their game.
Paper 3:
Sport and Society and Contemporary Issues in Sport
(1 hour written paper, 60 marks, 20%)
This paper explores sport from pre industrial Britain to the present day. It studies global
sporting events such as the Olympics and the impact they have on the world. It also focusses
on significant issues sport is experiencing, such as performance
enhancing drugs.
Practical Assessment in practical performance or coaching (15%).
Spoken coursework on analysing a sports performance (15%).

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.

www.longsandssixthform.org

ENRICHMENT

The PE Department organises
university Sports Science lab
visits. They also work with
local sporting businesses and
invite guest speakers.
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THE CURRICULUM

ENRICHMENT

PHYSICS

A-Level Physics (OCR Physics A H556)

What does this course involve?

Physics is the study of how the Universe works; from the
unfathomably small e.g. the interaction between two electrons, to
the unfathomably large e.g. the interaction between two galaxies,
and everything in between.

The department runs weekly
clinics after school. The
department organises a trip
to the Cambridge University
Physics Department
(Cavendish Lab) and a
Cambridge College. There is
also a CERN trip to Geneva.

It includes the study of challenging, abstract concepts such as quantum theory and particle physics.
It also covers ‘‘everyday’’ phenomena such as materials, motion, waves and electricity.
A greatly valued A Level due to the high level of demand and academic rigour. Transferable to
many, many other areas. Looked at extremely favourably by universities and employers. Tests a
wide range of skills and abilities to solve problems dealing with the physical world. Further study
of mechanics, engineering, electronics and optics tends to require students to have A-Levels in
Physics and Maths. Physics demonstrates an ability to think logically as well as a high degree of
resilience due to the difficult nature of the course.

How is this course assessed?

Assessment is 100% exam based. There are three exams in total at A-Level, with some multiple
choice questions.
The exams also cover practical knowledge and students can be awarded a ‘Practical Endorsement’
as evidence that the can confidently and competently carry out investigations and experiments.
Six modules in the specification:
1) Practical skills.
2) Foundation of Physics.
3) Forces and Motion.
4) Electrons, waves and photons.
5) Newtonian World and Astrophysics.
6) Particle and Medical Physics.

Additional entry requirements

A Grade 7 in Separate GCSE Physics or a minimum
of a Grade 6-6 in GCSE Trilogy/Combined Science
with a Grade 7 average on your GCSE Physics
papers. Maths should also be a minimum
a GCSE Grade 6.
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POLITICS

A-Level Politics (Edexcel 9PLO)

What does this course involve?

Politics is the study of power, who has it and why and how it affects us all. The Politics course
will enable you to study contemporary British and American politics and develop a strong
understanding of the factors shaping the British and American political systems. You will develop
the ability to interpret political information and hone your analytical skills by evaluating political
knowledge.
If you want to focus on political events in the UK and the USA and the ideologies that underpin
them, this is the course for you. No prior detailed knowledge is required, just a keen interest in
politics.

How is this course assessed?

There are three, 2-hour exams which assess the following:
Component 1: UK Politics and Core Political Ideas
In this unit you will study the nature of politics and how people engage int he political process
in the UK. You will explore the emergence and development of the UK’s democratic system,
looking at the role and scope of political parties. You will also look at the role the media plays in
contemporary politics.
Component 2: UK Politics and Core Political Ideas
This unit is fundamental to understanding the nature of UK government as you will learn where,
how and by whom political decision are made. You will study the major branches of government:
legislative, executive and judiciary. This unit also allows for an in-depth study of feminism and the
ideology behind it.
Component 3: Comparative Politics
In this unit you will study the politics of the USA and compare it to the UK’s systems
and procedures. You will study the US Congress, Supreme Court and the role of the
President. Civil rights also form a part of this unit.

ENRICHMENT
The department organises a trip to
Houses of Parliament and host visits
from national political figures.
Politics students will also be offered a
place on the History department’s USA
trip to Washington, Philadelphia and
New York.

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.

www.longsandssixthform.org
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THE CURRICULUM

PSYCHOLOGY

A-Level Psychology (AQA 7182)

What does this course involve?

Studying Psychology offers a scientific insight into human thinking and behaviour. For A-level
students it is a subject which offers a brand new direction of interest and possibility. As an
academic discipline it is rapidly growing in importance and complexity, offering a wide choice of
future employment opportunities. Students should consider Psychology if they are interested in
learning a new academic subject, have an interest in understanding people, have the motivation
to work independently, and are willing to acquire new thinking skills.

How is this course assessed?

The Psychology A-level is assessed in 3 exams, each of which is two hours long. There is no
coursework in this A-level.

Research
methods

The importance of the relationship between a parent and their child. The impact of
neglect on infant behaviour and the way this can influence a person when they have
grown up.
An exploration of the different models used to explain how memory works and why we
forget. How the cognitive interview is used by the police to increase the accuracy of
witness information
Explanations of why we conform, obey and disobey. In what ways can a minority
influence the majority. Investigating how the social roles we find ourselves in influence
our behaviour.
The characteristics, explanations and treatments for phobias, depression and obsessivecompulsive disorder (OCD)
There are several approaches in Psychology, including Behavioural, Social, Cognitive,
Biological, Psychodynamic and Humanistic. Students need to understand how each
approach explains human behaviour.
The neuron and action potentials, communication between neurons, the nervous
system, the anatomy of the brain, recovery after brain damage and the influence of light
and the environment on sleep.
How data is collected through experiments, observations, questionnaires, and
interviews. Scientific theory and using statistics to analyse data. Designing research
studies and writing reports.

Issues
and Debates

Understanding some of the big issues Psychology faces and trying to answer some of
the debates, such as, whether or not people have free will.

Relationships

The explanations for attraction, maintaining relationships, and theories of relationship
breakdown.
How schizophrenia is diagnosed. The explanations for why people develop
schizophrenia and how we can treat schizophrenia
Biological and psychological explanations for aggression. The causes of extreme
aggression, like serial murder. The effects of violent films and games on aggressive
behaviour.

Attachment
Memory
Social Influence
Psychopathology
Approaches
Biopsychology

Schizophrenia
Aggression

Additional entry requirements

Students are required to have at least GCSE Grade 5 in Maths and English Language. It is
recommended that students have achieved at least a GCSE Grade 5 in Trilogy (Combined) or
Separate Science too.
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
A-Level Religious Studies (OCR H573)

What does this course involve?

ENRICHMENT
The RE department
routinely organises a trip
to Rome for Sixth Form
students.

Philosophy and Religion is central to world history, society, and human
life. The A level Religious Studies course offered at Longsands focuses
on the study of philosophy, ethics and Christian thought that underlie
differing world views and helps students understand the perspectives and motivations of believers.
This course critically examines how philosophy, ethics and theology play an integral part in the
thinking and day-to-day lives of a large proportion of the world’s population.
A level Religious Studies can also provide students with excellent transferable skills, from
essay writing, developing confidence in debating, to developing the ability to appreciate other
viewpoints. These skills can be incredibly helpful in a range of university degrees involving critical
thinking and discussion e.g. Humanities, English, Psychology, Sociology, Gender Studies and PPE.
Religious Studies or a related subject at degree level can lead to a range of challenging and
rewarding jobs, using either direct knowledge gained from the subject or from the skills gained.
Possible jobs from a Religious Studies degree include Lecturing, teaching, advice worker, archivist,
work within ‘third sector’ organisations, counselling, community development worker, and police
officer or youth worker.

How is this course assessed?

There are three components to the course which encompass three aspects of Philosophy Ethics
and Christian thought. These are equally assessed:
•
•
•

Paper 1 - Philosophy – 2 hours
Paper 2 - Ethics - 2 hours
Paper 3 - Developments of Christian Thought – 2 hours

Guide to Exam Papers:
• For each paper, the structure is the same.
• You will have 4 essay questions to choose from which you have to
complete 3 questions for each paper.
• You should spend around 40 minutes on each essay answer.
• You must understand the criteria for AO1 – Subject
knowledge (40% of overall mark )and A02 – Evaluation
(60% of overall Mark)

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.
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THE CURRICULUM

SOCIOLOGY

A-Level Sociology (AQA 7192)

What does this course involve?

Sociology is the study of society and of people and their behaviour. A level sociology includes
a range of topics such as Families and Households, Education, Crime and Deviance and Beliefs
in Society. In studying these topics, sociologists create theories that seek to explain human
behaviour and the workings of society. These theories often develop from various perspectives
such as Functionalist, Marxist or Feminist. Sociology is an evidence-based subject, which means
it is not simply based on personal opinion, but methodically collected evidence. Research can be
carried out in a number of different ways, for example interviews, questionnaires, observations
and secondary sources. If you are interested in current affairs, politics and social issues, then
Sociology is the subject for you.

How is this course assessed?
Education Unit

Consists of various topics- the role of religion in society from all major
perspectives, analysing class, gender and ethnic differences in achievement,
exploring education policies and their impact on inequality.

Beliefs in Society Unit

This looks at various theories on the role of religion in society, the role of
religion in social change, the process of secularisation, global religion and
religious organisations.

Families and
Households Unit

The Families and Households unit considers the changing nature of families,
childhood, theories of the family, demography, family diversity and social
policies that affect families.

Crime and Deviance Unit

Topics include functionalist, strain and subcultural theories; class, power and
crime, realist theories of crime; gender, ethnicity and crime; crime and the
media; global crime and control and punishment.

Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods: 2 hour written exam.
			
			Paper 2: Topics in Sociology: 2 hour written exam.
				
				Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods:
2 hour written exam.

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.
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SPORT BTEC

BTEC Sport Single / Double / Triple

What does this course involve?

Which sports person is more likely to be successful in their
field, an athlete from the 1950s or from the current age? For
example, if Pele was to play Football in the modern era would
he be as successful?
Have factors in the game itself changed so dramatically that the ‘level’
of World Class sports performers has change? Who is the best sports coach
in the world? What coaching skills and abilities make this leader stand out in
their sporting successes? How can we measure the impact coaches have on their
teams/players? What is it they do that makes them successful? How do we acquire
skills in sport? How can you learn skills in Sports faster? What is the optimum age for
acquiring skills in sports?

How is this course assessed?

Internal assessments which are are coursework based and assessed through assignments, and
external assessments which are exam based.

National Extended Certificate (Single) 601/7218/6

Internal Assessment (Coursework): Unit 7 Practical Sports Performance, Unit 3 Professional
Development in the Sports Industry. External Assessment (Examination): Unit 1 Anatomy and
Physiology, Unit 2 Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Wellbeing.

National Diploma (Double) 603/0460/1

Internal Assessment (Coursework): Unit 4 Sports Leadership, Unit 8 Coaching for Performance,
Unit 10 Sports Event Organisation, Unit 23 Skill Acquisition. External Assessment (Examination):
Unit 22 Investigating Business in the Sport and Active Leisure Industry.

National Extended Diploma (Triple) 603/0459/5

Internal Assessment (Coursework): Unit 6 Sports Psychology,
Unit 9 Research Methods in Sport, Unit 17 Sports Injury
Management, Unit 25 Rules, Regulations and Officiating
in Sport. External Assessment (Examination): Unit 19
Development and Provision of Sport and Physical Activity.

ENRICHMENT
The PE Department organises
university Sports Science lab
visits. They also work with local
sporting businesses and
invite guest speakers.

Standard entry requirements
See page 13.
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Study Spaces
Students can be justly proud of achieving sufficiently
strong GCSE grades to qualify for Level 3 courses in our
Sixth Form.
Successful students appreciate that the requirements of
Level 3 courses are much greater and require commitment and
diligence. They work consistently hard to achieve their potential and
also recognise the need to take responsibility for their progress and
undertake independent study.
We provide a variety of areas to facilitate your independent study, including silent
areas and spaces where you can relax and collaborate with your peers.

GROUND FLOOR
Cafe Area

FIRST FLOOR
Quiet Area

This is a relaxed space for students
to eat, drink and study.

This is a quiet space for independent
or small group work, with minimal and
quiet conversations.

SECOND FLOOR
Silent Area

THIRD FLOOR
Silent Area

This is a silent study space for
Year 13 independent work.

This is a silent study space for Year 12
independent work.

THE LIBRARY
Quiet Area
Longsands operates a high-quality Library with a number of very useful
resources. All Sixth Form students will be allowed to use the Library
during the day (when it is not used for lessons) and before
and after the learning day for silent study.
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Belonging
In order to create a sense of teamwork, belonging
and to inspire students, we have a House system
that all students and staff will feel proud to be part of.
Exciting and enriching, houses will be led by Captains, Vice
Captains and Junior Vice Captains who will lead their House
through our core values.

AUSTEN
House

represents the Longsands values of cultural
understanding and creativity

DARWIN
House

represents the Longsands values of dedication,
perseverance and hard work

HAWKING
House

represents the Longsands value of achievement

SEACOLE
House

represents the Longsands values of respect and
development of moral awareness

TURING
House

represents the Longsands values of skills and
appreciation of diversity

There will be many different activities and events organised this year through the House system
encompassing all aspects of our core values and House points will be awarded to students who
display positive behaviours, all of which will contribute to the House Cup being awarded to the
winning House at the end of the academic year.

www.longsandssixthform.org
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How do I apply?
We know that deciding upon your post-16 choices is an important decision and we are here
to support you in understanding the opportunities available at Longsands Sixth Form, and also
through the application process. We welcome applications from students in St Neots and beyond.
The timeline below details the milestone steps for admission to our Sixth Form.
Thursday, 22 October
December 2021
January 2022
By 28 February 2022
July 2022
August 2022
August 2022 post results day

Sixth Form Open Evening
Applications open
Applications deadline
Provisional place offered
Year 12 transition day
Results Day
Confirmation of place

Applications to Longsands Sixth Form are via the MyChoice16 platform www.mychoice16.co.uk
The application process:
Log into your MyChoice16 account and choose ‘My Applications’ from the options. If you haven’t
yet started an application click on the ‘Start a new Application’ button, otherwise click on the
‘continue’ button next to the application you want to work on. This page allows you to access all
the sections of your application and indicates your progress in each section.
If this is your first application and you haven’t completed your Profile Template you will need to
complete all the sections first. For additional applications, your profile details will have been saved
and just the ‘Course Choices’ will need completing.
Your qualifications will be uploaded by the school, you will not be able to amend them – so you
can skip this section. The reference will be added by your form tutor.
Complete any additional fields or checkboxes and click the ‘Send Application’ button to send your
application.
Your application will now be at the next status (Sent, Schools Hold). Your school will then check
your application is suitable and meets the requirements. You may be asked to discuss this with a
teacher.
Once your application is sent it is your responsibility to monitor the progress of your application
and respond to any notifications you have been sent.
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LONGSANDS
SIXTH FORM
Insipiring Beyond Measure

@longsandssixth
@longsandssixthform

Longsands Road • St Neots • PE19 1LQ
01480 353535
enquiries@astrea-longsands.org
www.longsandssixthform.org

